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SPOTLESS  TJiBLE^ilKEH- 


A  radio  converaation  'oetween  Hiss  Ruth  Van  Demon j  STll'e«3i^of  JEomo 
Econonics,  and  lir.  John  3ak:er,  Office  of  Information,  "broadcast  TEt 
day,  Arigust  11,  1938,  in  the  Department  of  Agriculture  period  of  the 
iJational  Earn  and  Hone  Hour,  Toy  the  I\rational  Broadcasting  Company  and 
a  nctvrork  of  93  associate  radio  stations. 
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JOEIT  3AICER: 

And  here's  Euth  Yan  Deman,  the  lady  v/ho  taught  us  how  to  mai-ce  peach 
preserves  last  Thursday.    How's  iDusiness  today,  Ruth? 

EUTE  YM  mm: 

Eeeling  the  altitude  a  little,   thank  you, 

BAIffiH: 

Tlie  altitude?    What  do  you  mean?    Washington's  only  a  few  feet  ahove 
sea  level, 

YM  DEIiAU: 

That's  Just  the  trouhle.     I've  had  this  postcard  from  the  far,  far 
West,    And  it  must  "be  from  a  mother,  by  the  way,  hecausc  she  asks  for  the 
huJIetin  on  "Good  Food  Hahits  for  Children".     She  says:  "I  listen  every 
weekday  to  the  Earm  and.  Home  Hour  wJailc  up  here  in  the  mountains,  7000 
feet  up  and  a  lovely  xolace." 

BAIiSE: 

Did  she  say  there  was  good  fishing? 
YM  DELlAbI: 

No,    But  I'm  sure  there's  everything  7000  feet  up. 

BAI'SE: 

liountain'  air  to  breathe.  -  - 

VAIT  DEilAjSF: 

Eish  Jolm  Baker  might  catch.  -  -  - 

BAKER: 

(If  they  didn't  sec  nc  coming.) 
YM  DEI,iAl\^: 

But  wc  must  get  dov/n  to  the  bu.sincss  of  taking  the  loeach  stains  out 
of  the  talDlccloth. 

BAIvEE 

How  did  you  know? 


VAAT  DEIvUN: 

Know  what? 


(over) 
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BAKSR: 

Tho,t  I  spilled  the  perxh  preserves  -  -  - 

VAij  DK.IM:  • 

Oh  I'n  psychic  a"bout  those  things. 

I'll  have  to  be  careful. 
VAIT  miAE: 

You  were  just  Iv.ck;;^  you  didn't  get  fresh  peach  juice  on  the  "best 
satin  damask  -  -  - 

TTell,  I  did  get  a  drop  or  tv/o  -  -  - 

YM  m.m: 

Sveryhody  seems  to  he  doing  it.    Ilargaret  Furry,  in  our  textile 
lah. ,  is  "busy  these  days  telling  folks  how  to  take  out  fruit  stains  —  and 
iced  tea  and  coffee  stains^-and  mildew  steiins.    They  come  with  the  good 
old  summer  time. 

Tlien  you  think  I  don't  deserve  an  unusually  hlack  nark. 

No,  hut  I  expect  you  could  chalk  yourself  - up  an  unusually  •'.Thi t c  mark 
with  the  Lad:y  of  the  House  if  you  drew  forth  Farmer's  bulletin  1474- — and 
got  out  the  stain  removing  kit  -  -  - 

You  s-uggesting  that  I  apply  a  little  chemistry"  in  the  home? 

VAil  DELiAlT: 

That's  the  idea, 

BAKER: 

Hot  half  bad.     But  isn' t  peach  stain  a  bad  one  to  try  to  move? 
VAi^  DE1,;A1T: 

It  is  if  it  gets  set.     If  you  -gv.t  soap  on  it  first,  or  press  it 
with  a  hot  iron,  you  bring  out  the  tannin. 

BAKER: 

Tannin,   that's  it.     I  thought  I  r cm er.ro e red  something  about  tannin 
in  peaches, 

IM  DEI,:AiJ: 

Yes,  there's  tannin  in  most  of  the  vegetables  and  fruits.     And  in  tea 
and  coffee,  and  chocolate,  ginger  ale,  root  beer,  and  a  lot  of  the  other 
beverages. 
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BAICER: 

And  tobacco.     I  sat  down  on  a  wet  cigarette  Stub  once  in  my  "best  \7liitc 
flojincls, 

ViiiT  mfiM: 

Sad,  very  sad.     That  was  a  hard  one  to  get  outi 

BAISR: 

I  put  it  up  to  the  dry  cleaner. 
IM  milM: 

You  were  wise.     Because  the  to.nnin  in  a  stain  like  that  reacts  with 
the  protein  in  wool  to  form  a  leather-like  substance  that  practico.ll;;'  refuses 
to  dissolve.    But  stains  on  white  cotton  or  linen,  like  the  table  clotli.,  are 
easier  to  bleach  out, 

BAKER: 

Bleach?    Who.t  kind  of  a  bleach  do  you  recommend? 

iM  mm-. 

Sodium  perborate  is  a  good  mil.d  one. 

BAKER: 

Let  me  v/rite  that  dovra. 

VAIT  DSIiAI: 

Sodium. 

BAKER: 

S-o-d-i-u-m. 

IM  DEi;IAl\r: 

Perborate. 

BilKER: 

P-e-r  ?  -  -  - 

YM  DSIvIAlT: 

-  -  -  b-o-r-o,-t-c, 

BAICSR: 

P-e-r-b-o-r-a-t-c,     Can  I  get  sodiTom  perborate  a,t  the  drugstore? 
V.m  DSI'IAiT:  , 

I  think  so.     Or  if  you  want  to,  coll  it  perborate  of  soda.  But 
before  we  use  a  chemical  bleach,  let's  rinse  out  all  of  the  peach  stain 
wo  can. 


BAKER: 

Rinse?    With  just  plain  water? 


Yes,  jus.f  water,     No  soap.     Tlie  v/ater  will  wash  off  any  traces  of 
peach  pulp,  and  melt  the  sijgar.     If  there' d  happened  to  "be  crean  with  the 
peaches,   the  cold  water  would  take  that  out  and  keep  it  from  setting  in  the 
f ihcrG, 

O.K.     I'll  "bathe  the  spot  under  the  cold  wa.tcr  faucet, 
VAIT  DEI/IAIT: 

With  some  kinds  of  fruit  stains,  after  you've  rinsed  then  in  cold 
water,  you  can  get  then  out  conpletcly  "by  stretching  then  over  a  "bowl  and 
pouring  a  stroan  of  boiling  water  on  then  iron  a  teakettle  held  2  or  5  feet 
higher.    But  with  this  poach  stain,  I  thinic  we'd  "better  ru'b  on  sonc  warn 
glycerin  next. 

3AICER: 

Ham  glycerin, 
IM  DEI.IAiT: 

Yes,  cither  glycerin  or  alcohol  dissolves  tannin. 

BMER: 

Tliat's  right.     My  organic  chcnistry  is  coning  "back  to  ne  now.  Glycerin, 
solvent  for  tannin. 

VAIT  DEI. JUT: 

Then  rinse  out  the  glycerin.     And  if  you  still  have  an  ugly  "brown 
spot  on  the  white  daraask,  we'll  have  to  use  the  "'oleach. 

BAKER: 

Sodium  per"borate. 
VALT  lEUMi 

Yes,   dissolve  two  or  three  teaspoons  of  the  per"bo^^te  of  soda  in  a 
cup  of  water  and  put  the  stained  place  to  soak  in  it. 

BAKER: 

Very  well.     In  she  goes. 
V-AI^^  LEl.'IM: 

Don't  expect  resiilts  too  quickly.    Per"borate  of  soda  is  a  gentle, 
rather  leisurely  "bleaching  agent.     But  it  won't  hurt  the  white  linen  to  stand 
in  this  "bleach  all  day  or  all  night. 

BAKER: 

That's  good.     It  wouldn't  "be  very  helpful  to  have  a  hole  in  place  of 
the  stai:^, 

VAIT  DELIAIT: 

iTot  so  very.    And  after  the  stain's  all  gone,  the  whole  cloth  needs 
a  thorough  washing  in  soap  and  water  to  toicc  away  any  traces  of  the  chemicals. 
They  might  tender  the  fi"bcrs  if    they  stayed  in. 
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And  you  say  this  saanc  method  works  on  tea  and  coffee  stains?  jliid 
'.Tatermelon? 

V;uT  DEiiM; 

Yes.'    There's  tannin  even  in  watermelon  juice.     3ut  not  enough  gen- 
erally to  leave  a  "bad  stain. 

BAKER  I 

Didn't  you  say    something  ahout  mildew? 
ViilT  D2I.IAN: 

I  certainly  did.     The  damp  weather  we've  been  havin;g  has  made  the 
mildew  grow  on  the  hath  towel  almost  overnight. 

BAKER:  I 
That's  right.    Mildew  is  a  kind  of  mold  that  flourishes  in  damp  warm 
weather,     Doesn' t  it  sometimes    grow  right  into  the  fihers  of  the  cloth?  ■ 

It  will  if  it  isn'  t  washed  and  "bleached  out  promptly, 

BAKER: 

Do  you  have  to  use  a  chemical  bleach  for  that? 
VAiT  DELIMIT ; 

Only  for  a  very  had  stain.     Sometimes  the  acid  in  sour  milk  is  enough 
to  loosen  a  mildew  stain,  if  the  cloth  is  soaked  in  the  sour  milk  overnight 
and  then  put  out  in  the  sun.     If  that  doesn't  work,  lemon  juice,  and  salt, 
and  sunshine  may. 

BAKER: 

Lemon  juice  first,  and  salt  on  top? 
VM  EEI/IAIT: 

It  doesn't  much  matter  which  comes  first.     The  idea  is  to  keep  the 
cloth  moist  with  the  lemon  juice.     So  you  keep  adding  more  as  it  dries. 
If  these  miia  acids  don't  take  the  mildew  out,  then  you  have  to  resort  to 
a  chemical  hlcach, 

BAKER: 

Sodium  perhorate  do  the  trick  v;ith  mildew  stain  too? 

VM  DELIAS:  '  " 

Yes,  It's  coming  to  Dc  one  of  the  best  "bleaches  for  all  v/lii  to  fabrics. 
It  won't  injure  any  kind  of  cloth  provided  it's  washable — cotton,  linen,  silk, 
wool,  or  rayon.     Colored  fabrics  of  course  are  another  story, 

BAICER: 

You'd  put  sodium  perborate  then  on  the  must  list  for  the  stain  removal 

kit? 
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YAII  DS-iAM: 

I'd  prefer  it  to  Javcllc  \7atcr.     Even  thoti^h  you  co.n  nokc  up  the 
Javcllc  water  at  hone  with  washing  soda  and  chloride  of  line,  you  can't  use 
it  on  silk,  or  wool,  or  rayon.     It  rots  those  filjcrs,  and  it's  pretty  liard 
even  on  the  others. • 

BAKER: 

P.uth,  I  have  an  idea.     I'm  going  to  put  up  a  neat  little  shelf  some- 
where in  the  Baker  honestead  for  stain  removers,  where  I  can  get  at  them 
qui  ck, 

rTohle  resolve. 

BAIODE: 

And  I'm  going  to  take  your  stain  bulletin  and  make  a  list  of  what  to 
put  on  that  shelf, 

VAIT  D3IvLA.IT: 

Very  smart  idea  indeed.    You'll  \7ant  some  ahsorhents,  and  some  solvents, 
and  some  iDleachcs.     So' s  to  he  ready  for  everything. 

EAICER: 

And,  Ruth,  if  anyhody  else  should  have  tliis  same  idea  and  write  for 
a  copy  of  the  stain  "bulletin,  is  there  a  good  supply  on  hand?  • 

YM  DM  All: 

As  far  as  I  know,   there  is, 

BAKER: 

I'll  make  that  offer  then.     If  anyone  wants  a  copy  of  Farmers'  Bulletin 
1474,  "Stain  Removal  from  Eahrics:  Home  Methods",  send  a  card  to  Ruth  Van 
Deman,  at  the  Bureau  of  Home  Economics  in  Washington,  D.C,    And  thanlc  you, 
Ruth,    We'll  he  looking  for  you  again  next  Thursday, 

IM  DEI/iAIT: 

Unless  the  altitude  gets  mo  first. 

BAKER: 

Well,  Mr.  Corrigan  got  in  town  yesterday  —  mayho  we  can  get  some 
altitude  for  you  in  his  airplane.    We'll  he  looking  for  you  next  Thursday, 


